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Press Release

Private Sewers Forum

[image: image1.png]The Private Sewers Forum, established by SBWWI in 2009, and comprising of a wide range of industry organisations, met on Wednesday 30 March to discuss the transfer of existing sewers, the communications strategy being adopted by Defra, WAG and the water companies, the procurement arrangements and the upcoming Private Drains and Sewers Seminar.

The Forum represents all areas of the water and wastewater industries and in particular the smaller drainage contractors. 

Defra had confirmed their intentions that transfer should go ahead on 1st October this year, with sewage pumping stations and their rising mains transferring between then and October 2016, according to programmes from the individual WaSCs.    Defra could not however confirm the timing of the Regulations coming into force, as this is subject to allocation in the Parliamentary timetable.  It is now unlikely till after the Easter Recess (so not before 26 April at the earliest). 

Members were again concerned at the delay in seeing the Regulations and the impact this would have on the WaSCs and the supply chain.   Members noted that WaSCs need to write to all customers and advise of the transfer at least two months before transfer takes place, so effectively by 1 August.  The HBF also commented that if the Regulations are enacted as per the previous draft from August 2010, then there would be a big impact on the already struggling housing sector and new housing market.

The Chair of the Forum will be writing to Defra expressing members concerns and asking for early sight of the revised draft regulations.

On a more positive front, members reported back on the communications strategy meetings held by both Defra and WAG.  A number of messages were coming out, notably that this is a government decision, supported by the water companies and that it will bring customers peace of mind, albeit at a price.  Since most customers do not know anything about private sewers and the potential liability they own, the transfer and down the line impact on bills will need some carefully crafted explanation from Government and the water companies.

We are looking forward to follow up communications meetings.  There are other key messages to agree, such as who does the customer call post transfer, and other parties that need to be included in these discussions - most notably developers, insurance companies and Housing Associations.

Members heard the latest on the different procurement arrangements from the ten WaSCs, but more importantly they and many others will be able to meet with WaSCs and Tier 1 contractors at the Private Sewers and Drains event on the 17 May organised by SBWWI at the Trident Business and Technology Centre, Leamington Spa.   This event will feature presentations from key industry speakers in the morning and in the afternoon a series of “meet the buyer/ contractor” sessions, where participants can learn first hand and on a 121 basis from the WaSCs and major contractors.

Members also heard from Energy and Utility Skills on the framework for Drainage Contractors.  There is still some difficulty finalising this because of issues around confined space working.  EUS estimates suggest there are between 6000 and 10,000 people in the industry and with training to reach competency levels required by the WaSCs likely to cost around £3,000 -£4,000, there is a significant investment required.   Support for this could though be available from the Government through the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills. There had also been some recent confusion with the National Association of Drainage Contractors purporting to be the standards setting body for the drainage industry.  

Finally the All Party parliamentary Group on Sewers and Sewerage is still struggling to get off the ground.  A new MP has agreed to Chair the Group – Mark Pawsey (Con, Rugby) and there are 10 Government MPs interested.  Unfortunately there are only 7 Opposition MPs.  Many members feel there are no sewer issues once private sewers have been transferred.   We need to convince them otherwise – at least 3 Opposition MPs anyway -  to get the All Party Group restarted.

The Private Sewers Forum will meet again on 2nd June 
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Contact:

Carol Hickman, Executive Director, SBWWI, 38 Holly Walk, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 4LY. Tel: 01926 831 530. email: carol@sbwwi.co,uk. 

web: www.sbwwi.co.uk

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1 The SBWWI is a not for profit trade association representing contractors, manufacturers, consultants, distributors and training providers, supplying the UK water and wastewater industries and has become recognised as the foremost trade association for the supply chain.

2 The Private Sewers Forum comprises representatives from SBWWI, BPF/APP(S)G, CPSA, CCWater, EUSkills, HBF, NADC, NSA, PIG, Water UK, UKSTT. 
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